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MES Treasurer Needed

MES is seeking a member to take on the
position of MES Treasurer. Martin
Andree has a new job that limits the time
he can offer to MES. Currently, the
treasurer uses MS Excel, MS Word, and
QuickBooks for bookkeeping and check
writing, We also request nominations for
2009 for President-Elect and Member-at-
Large. Contact any MES Governing Board
member if you are interested in nominat-
ing yourself or others. Please volunteer!

Michigan Entomological Society Annual Meeting
October8-10,2009

Duke Elsner, President-Elect
Michigan State University Extension, 520 W. Front Street, Suite A, Traverse
City, M1 49684. Email: elsner@msu.edu

1:1e coming year will see a big change in the MES annual meeting - we'll be
meeting in the fall with the main meeting on a Friday!

The meeting will be held at the Ralph A. MacMullan Conference Center, sct on
the northern shores of Higgins Lake in beautiful and wild Roscommon County.
Often referred to simply as the RAM Center, it provides a quiet, relaxing
atmosphere, with full lodging and dining facilities. Originally built by the Civilian
Conservation Corps, the RAM Center is a tranquil setting that will allow us to get
away from it all and hold a wonderful meeting. MES has met there before, and it
has always been a very nice experience. Go to http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/
0.1607,7-153-10365-71716--,00.htm! for more information on the meeting
facility.

Plan to arrive on Thursday the 8th so you can attend an evening "social” where
you can connect with new people and reminisce with old friends.

We'll have several presentations on Friday morning, including our keynote
speaker. Dr. Doug Tallamy, author of Bringing Nature Home, a highly acclaimed
book that challenges people to plant and preserve native plants in order to maintain
food and habitat resources for native insects and their predators. Dr. Tallamy is
currently Professor and Chair of the Department of Entomology and Wildlife
Ecology at the University of Delaware in Newark, Delaware, where he has written
more than 65 research articles and has taught insect taxonomy, behavioral ecology,

continuedonpage22

Submit Your New State Arthropod Reports for2008

II'S TIME AGAIN TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT! Have you recovered an
arthropod species not before recorded from your state? Perhaps you've recovered
one a few years ago which has not yet been reported in print. That information is
important to document distribution. Publishing new state records significantly adds
to our understanding of a species range as well as their expansion.

Submit your record(s) for our next newsletter. 1f you're not sure of the identity of
your specimens, it's a great reason to attend our next Breaking Diapause, Saturday,
14 March 2009. (See page 52) The more information you have regarding your
recovery the better. Include as many of the following points that you have: species,
common name (if there is one), family, date of collection, location of recovery, |
method of recovery, identifier, a photograph, habitat, and current specimen(s)
location. Of course. you will be credited for all your information and photos!

Send your information to Ron Priest at: priest@msu.edu, or 243 Nat. Sci. Bldg.,
MSU, East Lansing, MI 48824-1115. If you have questions do contact me by Email,
phone: 517.353.7294, or U.S. mail. I look forward to hearing from you, learning
what's new, and seeing your records in print.
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MES Historical Notes

Robert A. Haack, Newsletter Editor

1983 - 25 years ago. In early 1983, Ron Priest was President;
Gary Dunn was President-Elect; John Witter was immediate
Past-President; Mo Nielsen was Executive Secretary; Glenn
Belyea, Ed Voss and Fred Stehr were the three Members-at-
Large; Dave Gosling was Journal Editor; and Lou Wilson and
George Heaton were the Newsletter Editors. The 29th MES
Annual Meeting was held at the 4-H Kettunen Conference
Center near Tustin, ML, on 10-11 June 1983. Donald A. Wilson,
of Kensington, NH, presented the keynote address, which was

and other subjects. Chief among his research goals is to better
understand the many ways insects interact with plants and how
such interactions determine the diversity ol animal communi-
ties.

A short MES business meeting will follow lunch on Friday
and then we will return to speaker presentations to close out
the day. An official "call for papers" will be announced in the
spring MES newsletter, but you may feel free to contact me
with potential topics and speakers in advance. T would like to
concentrate on topics relating to plant-herbivore insect
relationships, but all presentation topics and posters will be
considered. A "photo show and tell” period will be held after
dinner on Friday.

For those of you that stay through to Saturday there will be
opportunities to explore the beautiful grounds of the RAM
Center and nearby features of northern Michigan.

Registration "packages" will include lodging and meals, with
different offerings to accommodate individual schedules. The
details will be provided in the spring MES newsletter.

The RAM Conference Center offers modern facilities with
an up-north atmosphere. Six lodges house overnight guests in
comfortable twin-bed rooms. Warm pine walls, cedar furni-
ture, vaulted cathedral ceilings and massive stone fireplaces
are a few of the amenities. Meeting rooms are equipped with
multi-media projectors, VCRs, large screens, slide and
overhead projectors.

The RAM Center's meals are legendary, with ample por-
tions and food cooked to perfection, including New York strip
steak and Lake Huron whitefish dinners. Breakfasts and
lunches are hearty with a multitude of options. The atmo-
sphere is relaxed and casual.

Michigan's abundant natural resources are close at hand and
available for everyone to enjoy and appreciate at the RAM
Center. Whether it's canoeing, hiking, cross-country skiing,
swimming or fishing, they're all available to enjoy when the
work is over for the day. Golfing, museums and movie theaters
are nearby.

entitled: "One hundred years after J. L. LeConte: a look at his
contributions to entomology." Annual dues were $8 per year
for active members, and $15 per year for libraries. Journal
page charges were $30/page. There were 422 members in
good standing and 180 library subscriptions at the beginning of
1983.

1958 - 50 years ago. In carly 1958, Dominic DeGuisti was
President, Irving Cantrall was President-Elect, Ray Hutson was
immediate Past-President, and Roland Fischer was the
Executive-Secretary. | found no evidence that the MES
Newsletter was printed in 1958, which is supported by the fact
that volumes 2 and 3 of the Newsletter were published in 1957
and 1959, respectively. The 4th MES Annual Meeting was
held at the University of Michigan and chaired by Irving
Cantrall. 1 found no information about the 1958 annual

- December 2008
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Constitutionand By-Laws of the
Michigan Entomological Society

Constitution

ARTICLEI-NAME
Section 1. This organization shall be known as THE MICHIGAN
ENTOMOLOGICALSOCIETY.

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

Section 1. Promote the science of entomology in all its
branches and by all feasible means and to advance coopera-
tion and good-fellowship among persons interested in
entomology.

ARTICLE II1 - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Any individual or organization interested in the
purpose of the society shall be eligible for membership
without regard to race, creed, color, religion, sex, national
origin, ancestry, disability, age, or exercising their right of
free speech.

Section 2. The classes of membership shall be Active. Honorary
Life, Student, Sustaining, Institutional, and Life.

Section 3. Active: For individuals.

Section 4. Honorary Life: May be conferred upon any member
who has performed long and distinguished service in the field
of entomology to the State of Michigan or to the Society.
Proposals for Honorary Life Membership shall be made in
writing with a supporting statement by two Active Members
and shall be acted upon by the Governing Board and submitted
to the society for vote by mail ballot. Nominees must
receive four-fifths of the ballots cast to be elected. The total
number of Honorary Life Members shall not exceed five at
any one time and not more than two shall be elected in any
one year. Honorary Life Members shall be exempt from
payment of dues but shall have all the privileges of active
membership.

Section 5. Student: An individual attending school full time
through high school.

Section 6. Sustaining: Any person or organization supporting the
aims of the society by submitting an annual fee set by the
Board.

Section 7. Institutional: Any institution, society, school,

museum, or other organization desiring to support the aims of

the Society, but not to the extent of a sustaining membership.
Section 8. Life: A one-time individual fee.

ARTICLEIV - OFFICERS

Section 1. The officers of this Society shall be President,
President-Elect. Past President, Secretary, and Treasurer.

Section 2. President-Elect/President/Past President. The
President-Elect shall be elected by mail ballot as specified in
the By-Laws. He/she shall serve one year as the President-
Elect, second year as President and third year as Past Presi-
dent. He/she shall assume the office of President-Elect at
the close of the annual meeting next following his/her
election.

Section 3. Secretary and Treasurer. The Secretary and Treasurer
shall be appointed by the Board and shall serve for three
years. They shall assume office at the close of the annual
meeting next following his/her election.

ARTICLE V - GOVERNING BOARD

Section 1. The Board shall consist of the following members:
President, President-Elect, Past President, one of the most
recent available Past-Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, three
elected Members-at-Large. Associate & Journal Editors,
Associate & Newsletter Editors, and Webmaster.

Section 2. The Governing Board shall conduct the business of
the Society, interpret, and implement Society policy.

Section 3. In the event that a regional branch has not held a branch
meeting for one year, a member-at-large shall be elected to
the Governing Board in the same manner as other officers.
The last branch chairman shall continue to serve on the
Governing Board until he/she is replaced by an elected
member-at-large.

ARTICLE VI-GENERAL GUIDELINES
Section 1. Notwithstanding any provision of the Constitution or

By-Laws which might be susceptible to a contrary construc-

tion:

(a) the Society shall be organized and operated exclusively
for scientific and educational purposes:

(b) no earnings or use of the Society name shall be incurred
to the benefit of any private individual;

(¢) no substantial part of the activities, funds, or publica-
tions of the Society shall be made to influence legisla-
tion or a public office candidate;

(d) The Society shall not be organized or operated for
profit:

(e) The Society shall not:

(1) Lend any part of its income or corpus, without the
receipt of adequate security and reasonable rate or
interest;

(2) Pay any compensation, in excess of a reasonable
allowance for salaries or other compensation for
personal services actually rendered;

(3) Make any part of its services available on a preferen-
tial basis;

(4) Make any purchases of securities or any other
property for more than adequate consideration in
money or money's worth;

(5) Sell any securities or other property for less than
adequate consideration in money or money's worth.

The prohibitions contained in this subsection do not
mean to imply that the Society may make such loans,
payments, sales or purchases to anyone else, unless
such authority be given or implied by other provisions
of the Constitution or By-Laws.

Section 2. No officer or committee of the Society or of its Branches
shall solicit in the name of the Society contributions for use in
obtaining or paying for specialized entertainment.

ARTICLE VII - FUNDS

Section 1. Society funds shall be the responsibility of the Trea-
surer as specified in the By-Laws.

Section 2. A permanent fund shall be established to include
donations and bequests. The fund shall be in custody of the
Governing Board. Funds shall be invested and may be ex-
pended only by the Governing Board. Loans may be made to
other established funds of the Society for self-liquidating
projects.
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ART]CLE VIII - PUBLICATIONS

Scction 1. The publications of the Society will be a journal, a

newsletter, and computer webpage.

ARTICLEIX-STANDING COMMITTEES

Section I. Standing Committees shall be identified by the Govern-
ing Board. Their duties and election are set forth in the By-

Laws.

ARTICLE X -MEETINGS

Section 1. The annual meeting shall be at such time and place as may
be decided upon by the President-Elect. Special meetings may

also be called by the Governing Board.

ARTICLE XI- BRANCHES

Section 1. Branches shall be established on the basis of conve-
nience of local members.

Section 2. Establishment of branches must be endorsed by the
Governing Board and be approved by the Society.

Section 3. Membership shall be voluntary. Branch voting is
limited to Branch members.

Section 4. Officers of each Branch shall have a Chair, a Vice-
Chair, a Secretary-Treasurer, and a Recording Secretary.

These officers shall be elected by their respective Branches.

Section 5. Activities of each Branch shall operate autono-
mously subject to the Society Constitution and By-Laws.
Section 6. Financial Responsibility of Branches shall not incur
financial indebtedness in the name of the parent Society
without explicit prior approval of the Governing Board.
Section 7. If any Chair of a Regional Branch should be elected
to the position of President-Elect, his/her position as Chair

of the Branch shall be considered vacated and the Branch
shall fill the office in their designated manner.

ARTICLEXII- AMENDMENTS

Section 1. All proposed amendments shall be presented at an
annual meeting. The President shall at that time appoint a
special committee to consider the amendment or amend-
ments and to report its recommendations at the next annual
meeting. At that time members may make changes germane
to the subject and purpose of the amendment, which shall
then be referred by mail ballot to the entire membership. 1f
two-thirds of the votes cast are in the affirmative, the
amendment shall be adopted.

ARTICLE XIII - DISSOLUTION
Section 1. Upon dissolution of the Society, the Governing
Board shall distribute the assets and accrued income to one

or more organizations as determined by the Board but which

organization or organizations shall meet the limitations
prescribed in Section | of Article VI, immediately
preceding.

BY-LAWS

ARTICLE 1 -MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Privileges. All members shall have equal privileges,
except as otherwise herein specified.

Section 2. Membership of persons who are accepted before July
1 shall begin with the preceding January 1; membership of
those accepted at a later date shall begin in the following
January 1, unless the earlier date is requested and the required
dues have been paid.

ARTICLEII- OFFICERS' DUTIES

Section 1. President shall have and exercise such powers as are
reasonably necessary to carry out his/her official duties,
including: preside at Governing Board meetings and annual
business meeting; arrange with Secretary in setting date of
fall Governing Board meeting and agenda; appoint special
committee members and Chair, specify their charge and time
to report recommendations: with Governing Board approval, fill
vacancies in the standing committees, such appointees to
serve until the next annual meeting; appoint representatives
to other organizations and meetings as needed.

Section 2. President-Elect. shall serve as Annual Meeting Chair,
determine site, date, and agenda and act as President if
President cannot serve.

Section 3. Past President shall Chair the Nominating Commit-
tee, solicit nominees from the Board and from the member-
ship by Newsletter notice, obtain needed information from all
nominees, and notify the Secretary of those results; tabulate
votes; notily all candidates of election results.

Section 4. Secretary shall record minutes of Governing Board
and annual business meetings and submit them for publication
in the Newsletter; prepare and send Governing Board mem-
bers their meeting agenda; prepare ballot for printing;
respond to routine mail requests; maintain an up-to-date
membership/subscriber list, submit periodic changes to
mailing firm, and submit it bi-annually for publication in the
Newsletter; prepare membership meeting notices for the
Newsletter.

Section 5. Treasurer shall maintain Society incomes and ex-
penses; submit a report of Society's financial status at Annual
and Governing Board meetings: file Non-profit organization
form with IRS; maintain checking and other accounts; pay all
bills in a timely manner; maintain backlog of all Society
publications; maintain current dues status of all members and
subscribers; purchase needed business supplies and equip-
ment; prepare and mail author invoices. The Treasurer shall
be bonded to assure Society liguidity.

ARTICLE IIT - GOVERNING BOARD DUTIES

Section 1. Shall interpret and implement policies of the Society.

Section 2. Print the dues schedule in the Society's publications
and review the dues schedule each odd numbered year to
determine if a change is needed for the next year.

Section 3. Provide recommendations to the President in his
appointment and charge for Special Commilttees.

Section 4. Fill a vacancy in the office of the President-Elect by
the candidate in the most recent election who received the
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next highest number of votes for that office; if such candi-
date is not available the Board shall form a committee of it
own members with the President as Chair.

Section 5. Shall, in the event the Secretary or Treasurer cannot
continue duties, fill that vacancy by appointment until the
next regular election.

Section 6. General responsibility for the publications of the
Society shall rest with the Governing Board.

Section 7. Appoint Editors of the Journal and Newsletter
associate editors for each, and a Webmaster.

Section 8. The Journal Editor's duties shall include: review and
edit all manuscripts submitted for publication in The Great
Lakes Entomologist; notify authors of charges: submit
manuscripts to reviewers; prepare cach issue of the Journal;
respond to all publishing related queries; provide authors
with separates and notify Treasurer of author charges; report
status at Governing Board and Annual meetings.

Section 9. The Newsletter Editor's duties shall include: preparc
at least 3 issues per year for printing, including Entomology
Notes as available and membership list each two years;
report status at the Governing Board and Annual meetings.

Section 10. Associate Editors duties shall include: assist

Editors; assume duties of respective Editors in their absence.

Section 11. The Members-at-Large duties shall include: attend
Governing Board and Annual meetings; participate in
discussions of agenda items; serve on committees as
requested by the President; assist other Board members as
needed.

Section 12. The Webmaster duties shall include: creation and
maintenance of the Society Webpage.

ARTICLE1YV - DUES

Section 1. Dues for the Life membership class shall be at 20
times Active class, payable within one calendar vear.

Section 2. Members in arrears at the end of the calendar year
shall be dropped from membership.

Section 3. Sustaining shall be greater than Active and set by the
Board.

ARTICLE V- COMMITTEES: STANDING AND

SPECIAL

Section 1. Terms of Office and Rotation. Unless otherwise
indicated, members of standing committees shall serve for
periods of three years each. Their elections shall be so
arranged that one-third of the terms shall expire each year.
Special Committees shall be limited to one year unless
extended by the President.

Section 2. Election of Standing Committees. The Governing
Board shall serve as the nominating committee to propose a
slate of candidates for election to positions on standing
committees not filled in other ways. The candidates nomi-
nated by the Board, together with any nominated from the
floor, shall be voted upon at the annual meeting. The Board
shall designate which member of each standing committee
shall serve as chair.

Section 3. Function of Special Committees. Develop and make
recommendations to the Board on specific issues, normally

within one calendar year. The committee is dissolved when
final recommendations are accepted.

ARTICLE VI. VOTING PROCEDURE

Section 1. Voting and holding office shall be open to all
individual members.

Section 2. The President-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, and
Members-at-large shall be elected by mail ballot by the
following procedure: Membership shall be solicited by
notice in the Newsletter and at least six months preceding
the next election for nominees to fill vacancies. At least
four months prior to each annual meeting the Governing
Board shall meet to consider nominations. Nominees are
apprised of office responsibilites, their approval to serve
obtained, and notify the Secretary of candidate names.
Names shall be placed alphabetically on a ballot, mailed to
cach member not later than two months before the annual
meeting, for return in an envelope marked "Ballot." A return
date of at least thirty days after issue shall be specified for
the return of the ballots. Ballots received later than the
specified date shall not be counted. The votes shall be
tabulated by the Past President and two other non-candidate
members s/he selects. The candidate or issue receiving the
most votes shall be declared approved. The Governing Board
and all candidates shall be promptly notified of the outcome.

Section 3. Terms of service of the three members-at-large shall
be staggered over three years.

Section 4. If only one nominee accepts candidacy for a vacancy
the Board shall declare that candidate winner without a vote.

Section 5. If two candidates for any office tie for high vote the
winner shall be decided by the membership through secret
ballot vote at the next annual business meeting.

ARTICLE VII - QUORUMS

Section 1. Ten active members shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of the business of the Society.

Section 2. Four members of the Governing Board shall consti-
tute a quorum for the transaction of the business, provided,
that all members of the board have been informed of the
intent to meet.

ARTICLE VIII - AMENDMENTS

Section 1. Changes in these By-Laws may be made by a two-
thirds vote of any general meeting or by a two-thirds major-
ity of all votes cast in a mail ballot; provided, that written
notice of the proposed amendment shall have been sent to
every active member at least one month before the date of
the meeting at which it is to be considered, or the last date
for the receipt of the ballots in case of mail vote.

ARTICLEIX. PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

All business, unless stated otherwise in the Constitution or By-
laws, shall be conducted according to Robert's Rules of
Order, revised edition.

Last Revised: 2007
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Martinoptera

Homer's Odyssey

Martin J. Andree
3990 Four Mile Road NE, Grand rapids, MI 49525
Email: mjandree@koeze.com

Ivc always thought the pursuit of entomology was somehow
beyond the evil talons of largeness and that scientific interests
ol this nature were always to be, more or less, draped in a cloak
ol modesty.

Apparently not.

There appears to be some among us, mysell included, who
simply cannot be trusted to stay the course of moderation,
especially when it comes to the size of collecting equipment.
Things have gotten out of hand. Appallingly, this idea of increas-
ing the odds of capture by increasing the size of their equipment
is not new.

Mo Nielsen has in his possession a black and white photo of a
certain old-time collector from Ohio by the name ol Homer
Price. The photo was taken sometime in the late 1950s. Homer
is standing on the lawn with his spry looking wife. They are
standing in the hard light of a fine summer afternoon, behind
them the porch of their clapboard farmhouse. Homer is wearing
classic farm overalls and a terrific and knowing smile.

What makes this photo so interesting is the butterfly net
Homer is holding in his hands. This is no ordinary butterfly net.
No, old Homer Price wasn't satisfied with ordinary butterfly
nets; Homer's net is gigantic. It looks like the size of net you
might expect to find at the Jolly Green Giant's house. The
diameter of the opening is clearly four feet across! Homer
apparently didn't like to miss. Not only is the opening huge, but
the net bag is long enough for an ordinary lepidopterist to use as
a sleeping bag. It is at least five feet long. He's smiling because
he knows that he is fully capable of netting anything that might
come his way, including giraffes, ostriches and smaller palm
trees:

Not to be outdone by Homer, Bob Kriegel has gone quite off
the deep end to make up for the tragic fact that he cannot fly.
He wanted to collect those terribly tempting moths that hang
high up on the side of the rest stop buildings just west of Seney,
MI. Those Seney moths like to perch at the very peak of the
building, twenty feet from terra firma. Bob is not one to admire
them from below and stoically mutter to himself, "If the fox
cannot reach the grapes, he says to himself they must be sour.”
Bob knows fair well that the Seney moths are not sour and Bob
is no stoic. Instead he raced to his van and started to pull out
section after section of telescoping net handles and started
screwing them all together. In no time, he has produced a net
that was tall enough to interfere with low-level aviation traffic
and was happily flopping his net over jewels of unmentionable
beauty and priceless scientific value. Bob had breached the
Sency moth's moat of height with two paint roller extension
handles from The Home Depot. I have a photo ol him taken
somewhere in the Upper Peninsula. He is standing next to a

large, chainsaw art, wooden bear, which is standing on his hind
legs. The bear towers over Bob, who is holding his net, which in
turn towers over the bear's head like a flag at an air race. Bob is
wearing the same grin as Homer Price.

Many of us collect certain species of butterflies and moths
in bait traps. These are usually made from a soft cylinder of
mosquito netting with an inverted net funnel at the bottom
containing a hole at the top of the funnel. There is a board
below the funnel that holds a jam jar lid to contain the bait,
usually rotten fruit and beer to attract the greedy hordes. The
free beer, however, is what always brings them in. On average
these traps are about two feet tall and 18 inches around. This
size has worked out well, is portable, and fits the quarry. We all
know that butterflies and moths in Michigan range in size from
Pringles on the large end to protons on the small end. On an
average night, you might get twenty specimens. To fill an
average size trap would take thousands, so what Mo Nielsen was
thinking of when he built the world's largest bait trap, we'll
never quite fully know.

On several collecting trips to the Upper Peninsula, the
mother of all bait traps would ceremoniously be unfolded out
of Mo's van. It was so big it took six of us to get it set up; the
whole process was like launching a hot air balloon. It was six
feet tall and three feet wide and looked like an oversized, dirty,
white beer can. We'd be forced to find a stout oak branch, as big
around as a man's thigh to hang it from. When we finally got it
suspended, Mo would start to add the fruit bait. Once he had it
all loaded up it looked more like Carmen Miranda's hat than a
moth trap. We were usually so worn out by this time that we
drank all of the beer that Mo had intended to use in the bait.
There was something mysterious and Paul Bunyanesque about it
hanging there. Homer would have been proud of all of us.

Another favorite method of the moth collector is to attract
moths at night by means of a light placed on top of a five-foot
pole. The pole is then firmly planted in front of a suspended bed
sheet. The preferred source of light is usually a mercury vapor
light bulb from a garden variety security light.

Jim Varga, another well-known moth collector is an electri-
cian by trade and a generally clever guy. Jim thought that if he
was getting thousands of moths at a standard light set up,
imagine what he could get from one that had the size and power
of a Great Lakes lighthouse. Jim crafted an exceptional light
contraption that was a cross between a Ferris wheel, stadium
lights and some strange scene from Close Encounters of the
Third Kind. It was so bright and had so many lights we were all
afraid he'd call in more extraterrestrials than moths. When he
flipped the switch to turn it on, everyone swore the whole
Upper Peninsula dimmed just a bit. I'll confess T wasn't in
Baraga County that dark evening, I was home on the farm in
Kent County doing late night chores, but I could clearly see it
just the same.

Lastly there is the portable ultraviolet moth trap that has
always been a popular choice. The standard issue trap is made
from a plastic five gallon bucket that supports a small 6 inch
ultra violet tube suspended above a funnel. The moths fly to the

continuedonpage27
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a bait trail at this point. Sargent kept

continued frompage 26

light and during the course of their
flapping around, eventually land on the
funnel and slide into the bucket.

[ have always been well satisfied with
the two I have and was not planning on
skating on the sketchy ice of gigantism.
Then one day at work, I saw the parts
from a disassembled peanut butter jar
filling machine. In the middle of the pile,
there it was, gleaming, stainless, gargan-
tuan and free. I couldn't resist. It was the
largest funnel 1 had ever seen, three feet
across and with a perfect taper. After
spending the rest of the workday schem-
ing and sketching, before my cyes
developed the plans for a Jumbo light trap
that made me feel like a Lilliputian. On
the way home, [ stopped and purchased a
55-gallon metal trash can and cight foot
fluorescent light fixture. That evening [
assembled the behemoth, which included
welding on a set of wheels so it could
move it around. Even with the wheels it
was unwieldy and difficult to move, so as
long as I was at it, I welded on a trailer
hitch, finally 1 added tail lights and
electric brakes. By the time [ was done it
looked like one of those portable bear
traps you see the DNR dragging around.
On the first night of its maiden trial, I
proudly hooked it to the back of my truck
and pulled it out into the middle of my
hay field. I felt like my wife should come
out and break a bottle of champagne
against the steel side of the garbage can.

The next morning, expecting moths
beyond imaginable numbers, I drove my
forklift to the trap and lifted off the top. |
thought of Homer's knowing smile as |
peered into the cavernous can, were a
mere nine moths, somewhere between
the size of Pringles and protons rested
peacefully on the bottom. Needless to
say, I was disappointed, as a trap this
grand was perfectly capable of capturing
the original Polyphemus. Now that would
have really made Homer proud.

Harry King's Field Notes

HarryD. King

Current address: 3844 Battleground
Ave, Apt 63, Greensboro, NC, 274 10)-
9434. Email: hking22@triad.rr.com

Baiting forCatocala: Do
the Old Simpler Wa ys of
Holland and Sargent Still
Worle?

lhave had some extraordinary years of
collecting Catocala, the Underwing Moths.
1987 was one such year as was 1994 and
1996, but let me tell you about 1986.

I'had been taught during 1975-1979 the
great techniques of baiting for moths by my
bestcollecting friend and mentor Mo Nielsen.
Afteranumberof years collecting Aretic
species inthe Upper Peninsula of Michigan, |
found myselfinan unfamiliar position one year.
Ididn't have adequate transportation or the
time to take off from work to make any kind of
extended trip. Tknew my collecting would
have to be near home that year but did not
consider myselfto be close to any real good
collecting sites,

One night I was reading "The day has been
hotand sultry. The sun has set behind great
banks of clouds which are pilingup on the
northwestern horizon." Who among us doesn't
getexcited every time they pick up Wi
Holland's book and read "Sugaring for Moths?"
Maybe I could do some baiting this year, |
thought. There must be some place nearby
where I could get Underwings.

Now when I was baiting before, I always
mixed up my bait in just such a way, you know,
cach has their own recipe that works better
thanany thing else. Oh, and of course, it must
have time to ferment. Wellif I was goingto
bait that year, I didn't have time for all that.
What did Holland tell us about the mixture?
Oh, yes several pounds of cheap sugar, stale
beer, and maybe some rum. Oh, and he mixed
itupright on the spot. No waiting for fermen-
tation. Twould do alittle better. I didn't have
rum but I would add banana and some
molasses. That was it though. So each night I
would mix the bait up fresh us ing brown sugar,
beer, bananas and molasses. Didn't seem like
muchofarecipe but if something so simple
worked for Holland why not me?

Tore-familiarize myself with the Underwing
species, I took to reading Sargent's book once
again"Legion of Night, The Underwing
Moths." I was still contemplating where to run

referring to the records for the moths in
his book as having been taken in his
backyard at Leverett, Massachusetts, He
described the setting not so different from
most of us living in a small town, and he
baited a dozen or so trees in the yard.

[was living in Mason, Michigan, at the time,
downon South Jeffersoninside the city limits.
The house set back in from the main road and
the driveway was what used to be the old
urban-way right-of-way and bordered the
property. I went to check it out. Along the
oldright-of-way were a half dozen or so Ash
trees and several Wild Cherry trees that |
could bait. There was Maple in the front and
side yards as well as a couple of Pine. The
house backed up to the edge of the gravel pit
and I could bait 4-5 more trees there. If
Sargentcould doitthenIcould. . . well you
know the saying.

I'was contemplating what I might see at the
bait by trying torecall what species of trees
were inmy area. Along the edge of the grave)
pitthere were Willows and Poplars. The trees
along the drive were Ash and Wild Cherry.
Maples and Pine were in the front and side
yards and the immediate area had lots of
Walnut, Maple, Mulberry and Basswood.
Sycamores and Oaks down by the creek on
the other side of the road along with a lot of
Boxelder. By the highway over-passthe city
had planted Honeylocust, although that was
half-a-mile away. The areadidn'treally scem
that great to me. Mo and I had always tried to
do most of our baiting in Ouak-Hickory woods,
but it would be interesting to see what the bait
might pullinat home. Imight add that the
summer of 1986 was hot and sunny during
mostof July until the mid-August, after which it
was typical Michigan weatheruntil the end of
the collecting season.

Below is a list of Catecala species that T
collected at bait in 1986 at my home in Mason,
Michigan, using asimple mixture for bait and
trees in my own backyard: C. amarrix 18
specimens (includes "selecta"), cara3l,
cerogama 12, concumbens 5, crataegi 7,
grynea 31, habilis 1, ilia 9. innubens 20,
meski 12, mira 13, nebulosa 1, neogama 38,
palaeogama 1, parta 23, platrix 16, relicta
L, residua 1, retecta 2. subnata 2, and
wltronia 53.

Inotheryears, I also collected these
Catocola species: minuta, similis. and
unijuga. Each year that I baited in my yard |
collected at least one C. nebulosa and C.
subnata. One year my son and I took a male
Black Witch at bait right in my front yard. So
try collecting athome!

miEe]s ]
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On the south side of the road was a kind

Frosting onthe Cake:
Whilein Pursuit ofthe
ElusiveErynnis martialis

’n carly spring 1980, Reggie Webster
and I had been talking about the possibil-
ity of locating Erynnis martialis
(Scudder), the Mottled Duskywing, an
uncommon species that had not been
seen in some time and certainly not in
any numbers. Reggie had gotten a lead
from you guessed it, Mo Nielsen, who
had remembered taking E. martialis in
the Gourdneck State Game Area in
Kalamazoo County, MI, quite a few years
earlier. Mo had told Reggie to be sure to
look for New Jersey Tea, which is the
food plant for the larva.

We arrived at the Gourdneck Game
Area around mid-morning on 30 May
1980. 1t was a beautiful day, sunny and
hot. The season was a bit early by maybe
a week or so. Neither one of us had been
there before nor since as far as [ know.
We parked at the first parking area on the
north side and started down the trail. In
no time we were in among the New
Jersey Tea and lots of it. New Jersey
Tea was cverywhere in the game area, or
at least on the trails we took, and we took
most of them, and so was E. martialis.
Males were very fresh and females
immaculate and both were in good
numbers. 1t was a wonderful day to be
sampling a species new for both of us.

That had been the cake and now for the
frosting. Returning home meant taking
1-94 from Kalamazoo to Jackson. 1
asked Reggie if he had ever been to the
spot where Wayne Miller had taken
Catocala illecta just east of Kalamazoo.
He said no and was not sure where that
site was. 1 pointed it out to him and we
both remarked that with C. illecta being a
{ate-June to early July flyer this would
be about the right time to look for larvae
so we decided to stop.

The location sits between 1-94 and the
river with lots of mature Honeylocust
trees on the opposite side of the road.
We found Hemileuca nevadensis larvae
on Willow near the road and got a great
deal of Asterocampa celtis larvae off the
Hackberry trees. We spent a great deal
of time using a sheet under the trees and
hitting the branches to knock loose
larvac. We took Catocala innubens and

Catocala minuta larvae from the
Honeylocust, but look as hard as we may
we could not come up with C. illecta.

We only had a couple of trees (o g0 when
on picking the sheet off the ground 1
spotted a larva like I had not seen before
resting in the grass under the sheet.
Reggic asked if I was sure 1 had found it
resting in the grass and not just falling off
the sheet where maybe we had missed it
and was 1 sure it was C. illecta. 1 recalled
seeing a picture of the larvae in Barnes &
McDunnough and was sure it had been in
the grass.

We spent the next couple of hours
going back over each tree we had already
been to searching the grass under cach
one. We found about two dozen larvae
that day. We could hardly wait to get
back and inform Mo and give him some
larvac. The three of us reared C. illecta
from those larvae that year.

All C. illecta larvae were found 6 - 30
inches from the base of the tree sitting on
a dry grass blade head down on an angle.
The white stripe on their side appears as 4
blade of grass, which makes them harder
{o detect. To this day the picture in
Barnes & McDunnough and the pictures
my father took for me are the only
photographs of C. illecta larvae 1 have
been able to find.

Harry D. King

The Close Callor Was It?

wm baiting not far away it's easy o
recall previous adventures. It was in the
late 1970s that Mo Nielsen and I were
doing a lot of baiting for Catocala in the
Rose Lake Game Area just northeast of
Lansing, Michigan. It had been particu-
larly warm that summer and a great year
so far for Underwing Moths. We were
real fond of the Clark Road location.

During the first week of July, Mo
started calling me. The phone conversa-
tion went something like "What you
doing? Oh, not much. Do you want (0 go
baiting? Sure. Clark Road? Ok. See you
around eight." This same conversation
took place so often that it soon became

"Hey this is Mo.” We would both laugh.
I'd say "I'll be there at eight” and we would
meet for another night at Clark Road.

The Clark Road site had a pull off with a
gate on the north side of the road and we
would bait the trail in the nearby woods.

of long-ago-used gravel pit, with a pond,
that was more open than the north side but
had some big trees that had been real good
for baiting, especially one large oak. So we
would bait both areas and then check the
bait on the north side and then on the south
throughout the night. The trail on the north
went back into the woods away from the
road while on the south it was just a pull in
off the road. So it was back and forth all
night long, every night, until about midnight
from the last of June to around July 10th.
As Mo recalls, we were out there eight or
nine straight nights and the collecting could
hardly have been better.

At this same time the East Lansing police
were searching for a man who was murder-
ing women and later dumping their bodies
in wooded areas out and around Lansing.
During the week that Mo and [ were doing
this extensive baiting, the police had been
searching for his latest victim. When the
news finally broke, they had found her
somewhere off Clark Road buried at the
base of a big tree. They believed he had
killed her and buried her body on July 6th
or 7th around 10:00 in the evening. 1 called
Mo and asked him if he had heard and did
he think it was any where near where we
were baiting because the description sure
sounded like our collecting area. He
agreed that it did sound a lot like where we
collected.

Several days later I decided to go out to
Clark Road and have a look. When I pulled
into the area on the south side thinking of
where the news had said the body was found
and walking up to the large oak tree, I could
clearly see our old bait spot on the tree and
the dug up earth at the base where the
police had removed the body. After going
over the facts given by the news media
there was little doubt to us that we were
over on the north side of Clark Road
checking our bait trail while this manic was
burying his kill under the oak on the south
side because we were baiting each evening
during that time. We have always thought
what if we had surprised him that night? To
this day it can be a little haunting to think
of us checking the bait on that big oak in
the dark, leaning over the buried body just
below. Let me assure you collecting is for
risk takers. As Mo would say: Ha!

Harry D. King
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MES Business Meeting, March 15,2008

1;1@ governing board of the Michigan Entomological Society
(MES) met during the Breaking Diapause event at Michigan
State University on Saturday, March 15, 2008. The following
members were present: Martin Andree, John Douglass, Bob
Haack. Bob Kriegel, Mogens Nielsen, Ron Priest, Laurie Reed.
Stephen Ross, Stephen Taber, and Tom Wallenmaier.

Minutes from the Fall 2007 governing board meeting were
e-mailed to board members prior to the meeting. Additional
printed copies were distributed at the meeting. The minutes
were accepted as written/read.

President, Stephen Ross introduced Laurie Reed to the board.
Laurie is interested in becoming more active in the society and
wanted to attend a board meeting to learn more about how the
society operates. During the meeting Laurie volunteered to run
for an open Member at Large position in our upcoming election.

Treasurer's report. Our treasurer, Martin Andree, gave the
treasurer's report.  Martin reported that we have a balance of just
over $17,000 in our accounts. This includes a $7.000 CD
purchased since the 2007 Fall board meeting. At that time the
board authorized investing $15,000 from our checking account
into CDs. However, Martin determined that we should keep at
least $10.000 in our checking account to insure adequate funds
on hand to pay ongoing publication costs. Martin suggested that
we may want to consider purchasing a T bond next time instead
of CDs to get a better interest rate. All outstanding bills are
paid; we have no outstanding liabilities.

Secretary's report. Bob Kriegel gave the secretary's report.
Bob reported that he received an e-mail request in February
from the Detroit Library for an entomologist to participate in
the library's upcoming summer reading program as this
summer's program will feature insects. The library needs
feedback by the end of March, which is sooner than our next
newsletter will be distributed. Bob forwarded the information
to Owen Perkins and John Douglass because both members are
teachers in Southeast Michigan and nearby Toledo. At the
meeting, Tom Wallenmaier also requested a copy of the
correspondence.

Bob distributed a printout of the new dues notice under
development. The notice needs to be individually generated for
each member so members have an opportunity to update their
"e-mail address" and "interests” fields. Both fields, if filled in,
will be included in the membership directory when that is
printed in the newsletter. Following discussion the board
recommended minor changes to the form.

Journal Editor’s report. Therese has enough manuscripts on
hand to publish the next Great Lakes Entomologist issue, which
will be published yet this spring. Looking forward, our publica-
tion schedule depends on new manuscript submissions. Turn
around time for publication in GLE is still running 8-10 months,
50 it is a great time to get published. Keep those manuscripts
coming.

Newsletter Editor's report. Bob Haack reported that he is on
the verge of getting the next newsletter issue out. We discussed
outstanding articles in preparation and Bob suggested a submis-
sion deadline of April Ist.

Old Business

Brochure: Tom Wallenmaier would like to have a new bro-
chure by the time of the annual meeting. If you have digital
images to include in the brochure, please e-mail those to Tom.
Tom will work with Therese Poland and her husband to trans-
form his ideas into camera ready layout.

John Perona Insect Collection. Ron Priest provided an
overview of the collection acquisition process and itemized
what was in John's collection. The board discussed publishing
articles in the upcoming newsletter issue to provide members
with additional details about the collection and about John's long
history of collecting in the Keweenaw.,

Society Website. The board continued discussion of purchas-
ing an easier to remember domain name for the society’s
website. Bob Kriegel and Tom Wallenmaier presented a series
of internet URLs for consideration. The board decided to
purchase the URL www.MichEntSoc.org and directed Bob
Kriegel to proceed with the purchase.

New Business

Annual meeting(s). Tom Wallenmaier discussed details of the
upcoming annual meeting, including sharing several lists of
organizations that we could promote the meeting with. The
board also discussed ways of increasing attendance at future
annual meetings. We discussed potentially moving the meeting
to different times of the year to increase participation. Martin
Andree suggested that increasing membership might be a better
strategic goal than simply trying to increase participation itself.
Tom Wallenmaier made a motion that we have the 2009 meeting
during the first half of October to try a different time of the
year. The motion passed.

Elections. The board discussed potential candidates for our
upcoming election. We need to fill one member at large
position, and the president-clect position.  Steve Taber volun-
teered to run lor president-elect. Bob Kriegel will contact
other members suggested for the open positions to sce if they
are willing to run for the positions.

Robert Kriegel, Secretary

Noteonthe MES Constitution

While preparing and proofing the MES Constitution and By-
laws for this issue, a few sharp-eyed MES Governing Board
(GB) members noticed an error. In the recent past, we changed
the positions of Secretary and Treasurer from being elected by
the membership to being appointed by the GB. This change
was correctly made in Article 1V, Section 3 of the Constitution.
However, the By-laws were never changed (see: Article VI,
Section 2). This oversight will have to be corrected in the near
future. For those of you who read the current MES Constitution
and By-laws in this issue of the MES Newsletter, please notify
any member of the GB if you see spelling errors, inconsisten-
cies, or other changes that should be considered.
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